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REMARKS 



Claims 1-32 and 35-40 are presently pending. The Examiner has required restriction 
of the pending claims 1-32 and 35-40 under 35 U.S.C. 121 and 372. For the reasons below, 
Applicant submits that there is unity of invention among the groups to which the Examiner 
has restricted the invention. Applicant respectfully traverses. 

RESTRICTION OF CLAIMS 

The Groups possess a special technical feature. 

The Examiner alleges that the group of inventions are not linked by a special 
technical feature in view of Nishihara et al. ("Nishihara")(Paper No. 20060927, page 2). 

Applicant respectfully disagree. Applicant respectfully submits that the special 
technical feature of the alleged groups is that the anti-FasL antibodies or antigen binding 
portion of the recited sequences are fully human. As stated in Annex B, Part 1(b) of the PCT 
Administrative Instructions contained in Appendix AI of the MPEP, "a special technical 
feature is defined in Rule 13.2 as meaning those technical features that define the 
contribution which each of the inventions, considered as a whole, makes over the prior art." 
As such the contribution made by the present invention over the prior art is the provision of 
fully human ant-FasL antibodies or antigen binding portion comprising the recited 
sequences. 

Applicant submits Nishihara discloses humanized anti-FasL antibodies and not fully 
human anti-FasL antibodies or antigen binding regions. For clarification, the antibodies of 
Nishihara are humanized antibodies arising from the murine antibody NOK2 (Nishihara, 
page 3266, second column, last paragraph). Nishihara indicates the humanized antibodies 
target human FasL and does not indicate that the antibodies described are fully human as in 
the present invention. Nishihara discloses alanine scanning of the target, human FasL, to 
determine the epitopes which are recognized by murine antibodies NOK1, NOK2, NOK3 
and humanized NOK2. Nishihara, therefore, does not disclose fully human anti-FasL 
antibodies or antigen binding regions . As such, Applicant submits the group of inventions 
are linked by a special technical feature, which is a fully human anti-FasL antibody or 
antigen-binding portion thereof and restriction between the groups is not appropriate. 

Should the Examiner not find the Applicant's arguments persuasive, Applicant 
chooses Group I (Claims 1-23, 29, and 35-40) drawn to human anti-FasL antibodies or 
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antigen-binding portions thereof. Further, the Examiner has required that the Applicant elect 
one light chain sequence and one heavy chain sequence. Applicant elects SEQ ID NO: 2 for 
the light chain and SEQ ID NO: 10 for the heavy chain for searching purposes. Claims 1-4, 
6-17, 29, 35-36, and 38 would read on the elected invention 

CONCLUSION 

Should the Examiner wish to discuss the foregoing in an effort to advance this 
application towards allowance, the Examiner is urged to telephone the undersigned at the 
indicated number. 



Respectfully submitted, 



/Alejandro Martinez/ 

Alejandro Martinez 
Attorney for Applicants 
Registration No. 58,163 
Phone: 317-277-4260 

Eli Lilly and Company 
Patent Division/ 
P.O. Box 6288 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46206-6288 
November 13. 2006 
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